similar vision for long-term care are the two key features to establishing the next generation of medicare."
The health care system must also shift from an "acute care paradigm" to a model focused on treating the chronically ill, Turnbull added. This will require new management systems, partnerships, accountability structures and a team-based, patientcentred approach to meeting health needs in the home.
But substantial change will never occur unless physicians take the lead, Turnbull said. Doctors are the stewards of the health care system, not governments, he argued. "In my view, they can only follow. It is our role to create the consensus, the partnerships, the circumstances to allow them to move forward and bring change to the struggling health care system."
As to his thoughts on his tenure at the helm of CMA, Turnbull said in an earlier interview that the end of his term left him with mixed emotions. On the one hand, it provided him with an incredible opportunity to speak to many people on topics he is passionate about. "I was able to speak about poverty and inequalities, and I heard from people who were really engaged," he says.
But the downside of being the voice of a nation's medical profession is that you rarely get a chance to rest that voice. The past year was busier than he thought it would be, full of meetings and forums and media interviews and policy reviews and other matters that required his attention at a moment's notice. Even many weekends were devoted to CMA work. "It's like being on call," says Turnbull. "You have to be available at all times."
Of course, Turnbull still plans to keep busy in the upcoming year. In addition to his regular work at The Ottawa Hospital in Ontario and Ottawa Inner City Health, he will be part of a steering committee on a new national strategy for patient-oriented research. In the fall, he will return to Bangladesh to make sure things are running well at a hospital and orphanage in a village he often visits. He will also be working as a medical adviser to the Canadian government on health services delivery in federal prisons. "That will replace my CMA work, figuring out how to deliver effective health care for national inmates," says Turnbull. "Those are my kind of people." -Roger Collier, CMAJ DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3982 
